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This is a story of a true Christian who believed for nearly three decades, having grown up the son of

evangelical missionary parents, later becoming a missionary himself. Yet he slowly lost his faith and

now no longer holds it. In this part-autobiography, part-exposÃ©, Ken traces his journey from

evangelical missionary to secular humanist while remaining part of a committed Christian family. He

looks back at a number of reasons he remained a believer for over a decade after his initial doubts

began at university, critically evaluating each one in a separate chapter. Whether or not you agree

with Ken's conclusions, you will find his journey and his reasons for taking it fascinating and

informative. You will end up better understanding, if not appreciating, the mind of apostates whose

desire is to follow the evidence wherever it leads.
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Ken Daniels has produced a powerful work that will give Christian readers much to think about.

"Why I Believed: Reflections of a Former Missionary" is an important book that should be widely

read. The author's approach is gentle and honest while still managing to be unflinching and

thorough. As a former fundamentalist Christian missionary who devoted far more time and energy



than most to serving that religion, he obviously remembers what it feels like to be fully immersed in

belief. Fortunately, Daniels has retained plenty of sympathy for those who cannot yet see that the

supernatural claims of Christianity cannot stand up to honest scrutiny.This brilliant book is not a

vicious attack on Christians. It is a strong but polite plea for them to see and hear new ideas, to

consider the possibility that their belief system might be a mistake. Daniels maintains a humble tone

throughout the book. He does not blast believers with arrogant claims of intellectual superiority on

the question of faith. He simply shares thoughts and questions about his journey through

Christianity and escape from it. This is a powerful story and Daniels has many piercing ideas that

are likely to carry considerable weight with believers because of his difficult work as a missionary in

Africa. Daniels earned his stripes as a committed Christian. He went way beyond the easy life of a

casual Christian sitting in a pew on Sunday mornings. He lived his Christianity; he made serious

commitments and followed through with sacrifices for his religion. For someone like him to walk

away from it, with great reluctance, humility, and no rage says a lot. It gives Daniels tremendous

credibility.Daniels is well read and obviously knowledgeable about Christianity.
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